Taynuilt Community Council
Minutes of the Meeting – 15th September 2025
Taynuilt Village Hall 

Present:  David Thomson (meeting chair), Robbie Harrison (Treasurer), Donna Bannatyne (Secretary), Andrew Parker, Suzy Jevons, Angela MacDougall, Cllr Keiron Green, Cllr Luna Martin 
Apologies:  Maggie Croft, Sarah Cameron
Members of the public were present.

1. Welcome: It was agreed for David Thomson to be the meeting chair. 

2. Declarations of interest: Reminder that as we do not have a thoroughly set agenda, declarations of interest may be made at any points throughout the meeting. 

3. Minutes of the last meeting: Proposed – Suzy Jevons, Second – Andrew Parker


4. Secretary’s Report:

i) Correspondance from Bear Scotland with regards to Connel Bridge closures.
 
To allow the works to be carried out safely, traffic lights will be required to stop traffic in both directions for up to 30 minutes. Waiting vehicles will then be allowed to clear before any further closures. 
The bridge will be closed during the following (early morning) periods:
 Tuesday 16th September between 00:01 to 06:00* 
 Wednesday 17th September between 00:01 to 06:00 
 Thursday 18th September between 00:01 to 06:00
 *This closure will only be required if weather delays are forecast later in the week.
 In addition to the above, traffic lights will be required to stop traffic in both directions for up to 2 hours. Waiting vehicles will then be allowed to clear before any further closures. 
The bridge will be closed during the following (early morning) periods: 
 Friday 19th September between 00:01 to 06:00 
 Saturday 20th September between 00:01 to 06:00* 
*This closure will only be required if weather delays are incurred during the previous closures. Access for emergency services will be maintained at all times.

ii) Consultation request notification received from Argyll and Bute Council with regards to Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm, accompanied by Environmental Impact Assessment reports. No comments from TCC. Documents can be viewed online using reference: 25/01240/PP

iii) Consultation request notification received from Scottish Ministers with regards to Cruach Clenamacrie Wind Farm. Applicant has now submitted additional information which can be viewed on the Company’s ‘application website’ and at the Energy Consents website. No comments from TCC.

iv) Police report received. Items relating to Taynuilt include,
· Male cautioned and charged with drink driving on the B845 near to Taynuilt.
·  Report received of a drone flying over Taynuilt Primary School whilst children were in the playground. A witness appeal was issued.
· Police trying to trace a male cyclist responsible for vandalising a vehicle near to Taynuilt Hotel. Further incidents were reported at Awe Service Station and Cruachan Power Station visitor centre. Appeal issued to identify the cyclist.


5. Treasurer’s Report:  
Robbie provided the balances of both accounts. Payments from the accounts include, Defib wiring, Christmas tree electrics, Minibus hire for senior outings and plants for Cruachan Cottages community garden. 
       Trust Fund:  Balance - £60,120.09
       Working Acc.:  Balance - £3869.24

6.  Planning: 

· Erection of 2 lodges with associated garage building, installation of bio-disc treatment plant and formation of vehicular access tracks and parking areas
Muckairn Estate Taynuilt Argyll And Bute
Ref. No: 25/01187/PP | Received: Wed 16 Jul 2025 | Validated: Tue 22 Jul 2025 | Status: Application Permitted

· Formation of access
Land To The Rear Of The Taynuilt Inn Taynuilt Argyll And Bute PA35 1JN
Ref. No: 25/01119/PP | Received: Thu 03 Jul 2025 | Validated: Wed 09 Jul 2025 | Status: Pending Consideration

· Removal of existing conservatory and erection of new replacement hardwood timber conservatory
West Manse Taynuilt Argyll And Bute PA35 1JW
Ref. No: 25/01100/PP | Received: Tue 01 Jul 2025 | Validated: Mon 21 Jul 2025 | Status: Application Permitted

· Erection of dwellinghouse and installation of sewage treatment plant and soakaway
Land South Of Glen View Taynuilt Argyll And Bute
Ref. No: 25/01405/PP | Received: Fri 22 Aug 2025 | Validated: Fri 22 Aug 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

· Renewal of planning permission in principle reference 22/01676/PPP (Site for the erection of a croft house)
Land East Of Gate Cottage Airds Bay Taynuilt Argyll And Bute
Ref. No: 25/01452/PPP | Received: Fri 29 Aug 2025 | Validated: Tue 02 Sep 2025 | Status: Pending Consideration

· Erection of 7 turbines (up to 149.9m to tip) and ancillary development and decommissioning of existing Beinn Ghlas wind farm
Existing Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm Taynuilt Argyll And Bute PA35 1HY
Ref. No: 25/01240/PP | Received: Fri 25 Jul 2025 | Validated: Wed 27 Aug 2025 | Status: Pending Consideration



7.  Licensing: – Nil

8.  Village Matters:

· Concerns regarding B845 road – Member of the community copied TCC into email exchanges with Argyll and Bute Council and Councillor Julie MacKenzie with regards to the condition of the B845 road through Taynuilt. Concerns include, poor patching and temporary repairs, inadequately sealed joins, road surfaces cracking and separating and drainage issues. Julie MacKenzie advised, “This section of the B845 is not currently included within this year’s Capital Resurfacing Programme, but it will be considered for future inclusion”. TCC to follow up. 

· Battery Storage – Downings have now lodged an appeal with the Scottish Government based on “non-determination”. Councillor Keiron Green explained the procedural process, advising any applicant who does not receive a decision within the set time frame has a right to appeal and although this is the procedural process, it does not often happen.  Members of the community feel they are not being heard and are disappointed a public hearing will not be happening. 

Member of the community advised a Go Fund Me page was set up to raise funds to pay for an independent planning consultant. The consultant is in the process of completing their reports and it will be submitted before the deadline. After the report has been submitted it can then be shared with the community. The deadline for comments is the 19th of September. TCC to write to the reporter requesting a site visit and consultation with TCC.

Donna Bannatyne then read a statement provided by Downings. Copy of the statement is attached. 

· Discussion around the provision of wrap around care for children and young people in the village. Member of the community stated childcare is a big issue for parents living in the village and it is thought a breakfast club and afterschool club would help to resolve the issues. It may be in the future TCC are approached for funding help and support. 

9. AOCB –
 
· Request for signage at Nelson’s monument. Tourists know the monument is in the vicinity but often end up at the primary school. Clear signage is needed.
· Request for updated signage of the local business as you enter the village. Many of the businesses are no longer trading. 
· Taynuilt Community Council website is not functioning. The page is failing to load, and when it does work, there is very limited information on it. There are no minutes, agendas or dates for meetings. It needs regularly updated.
· Questions regarding the current business being run from the pier. Members of the community visited the pier and were met with abuse, shouting and swearing. Advice given to contact the police should this happen.
· Issues with Royal Mail deliveries. It seems letters are being held back with the focus being on delivering packages. Members of the community have missed important medical appointments as letters are not being delivered. Cllr Green commented that Brendan O’Hara is aware of the situation. Members of the community can attend the sorting office in Oban to collect their mail. 

10.  Date of the next meeting: Monday 17th of November at 19:45 in Taynuilt Village Hall
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