Taynuilt Community Council
Minutes of the Meeting – 17th June 2024
Taynuilt Village Hall 

Present: M.Croft,  D.Tompson,  R Harrison,  D.Sloss, Cllr K.Green, Cllr  L. Martin
Apologies: S.Cameron, D. Bannatyne, A. McDougall, Chris Wells-Seniors Art Club
Members of the public were present.

1. Declarations of interest: DS reminded the meeting of the rules regarding declarations of interest.

2. Minutes of the last meeting: proposed D.T, seconded R.H

3. Policing Matters: Police report for March/April gives statistics for beat area but no specific press releases for Taynuilt.

4. Secretary’s Report:
      4.1 - BEAR -notification of Road Closure Array Bridge 3 nights 18th-20th June
20.00-05.00 Amnesties at 22.00, 02.00 and 04.00.
       4.2 - Corr Chnoc Windfarm. -Second series of public consultation 22-23/5
Reduced from 15 to 12 turbines.
       4.3 - Bheinn Ghlas windfarm – Earliest likely event post school holidays, late August at least. 
       4.4 - Response received to TCC letter from developers re concerns about Lithium Batteries re: Spring Bank, (now Taigh an Uilt), BESS. No certainty given pace of technological development as which type of battery storage might be used.
       4.5 - SSE Renewables establishing £10 million community fund. Launch Autumn 2024. Panel Members age 18-30 sought.
       4.6 - Councillor Martin enquired about introduction of 20mph limit in villages to MSP Mark Ruskell. Scot Gov has asked all Councils to produce plan for the implementation of 20mph limit. Further response from A&B indicates their draft plan not yet finalised and points out significant funding from Tansport Scotland/Scot Gov would be required. Cllr Matin has responded to A&B to ask that Taynuilt be considered for inclusion if not already done.
Chair thanked Cllr Martin.
       4.7 - Condition of Taynuilt Signal Box- DS had written to Network Rail regarding condition of signal box. Response noted it is now in works programme but no indication of priority or timescale.
       4.8 - Taynuilt Art Club. - Report from Chris Wells read out. Club has full and enthusiastic membership, many art materials received by donation and much effort spent obtaining materials at best price. Requested and approved, that TCC hold any funds or grants for them rather than set up a club bank account. Going forward intends to apply for Carraig Gheal mini grant after which TCC will discuss future Community Benefit funding.

5. Treasurer’s Report:
       Trust Fund  £53.159
       Working Acc. £4.517


6.  Planning 
       6.1 - Allt Gruiniche
 Ref No 24/00972/PARAIL Alteration to bridge Structure
Status- now withdrawn.
       6.2 - Forest North of Barachander Farmhouse
Ref No 24/00865/PP Upgrade of existing Bellmouth
Status -Pending consideration.
       6.3 - Forest North of Barrachander Farmhouse
Ref No 24/00858/PNWAY Upgrading of existing forest track and creation of new trackf
Status-Prior approval not required.
       6.4 - Land Northeast of Awe Viaduct, Bridge of Awe
Ref No 24/00652\PP Formation of work compound. Laydown area, connecting haul road and vehicle access. (temporary June 24-Feb 25).
Status-Application permitted.
       6.5 - Land East of Bridge of Awe Lodge.
Ref No 24/01050/PNRAIL Altering and reinforcing embankments.
Status-Pending consideration
       

       6.6 - Dawnfresh Farming Loch Etive Trout Farm Inverawe
Ref No 24/00965/PP Demolition of 5 existing shore base buildings and erection of replacement shore base.
Status-Pending consideration.
       6.7 - Croft 1 Land South West of Inverawe House
Ref No 24/00948/PNAGRI Erection of agricultural shed.
Status-Pending Consideration
TCC- No Comments or Observations.

7.  Licensing – Nil

8. Village Matters:
       8.1 - Defibrillators
Further three Defib Cabinets planned for installation at Barguillean, Ardenny Chalets and Kirkton and further defibrillator ordered to replace the one at the Sports Pavilion.
Given proposed redevelopment of Dawnfresh shore base will wait till works complete before considering installing defib there.
All TCC defibs are registered with the national defibrillator network and hence can be found online via.” Defib Finder”, which shows all available Public Access Defibrillators. The ambulance service can direct emergency callers to registered defibs. Local defibs at Loch Awe Holiday Park and at the Smokery are not shown and their status and availability are not known.
       8.2 - Seniors Bus Trips
4 trips planned, DB has the Section 19 Licence which allows us as body to hire school minibuses and Kathleen MacFarlane has kindly agreed to drive for us again this year.
       8.3 - Petrol Vouchers for village volunteers.
The arrangement we had at the filling station has ended however village volunteers strimming/grass cutting etc should keep receipts for petrol purchased for that purpose and present them to our Treasurer.
       8.4 - Village tubs/planters. Note our gratitude to Joe Reffin for once again planting and tending these tubs.
       


       8.5 - Old Kirk Graveyard
D MacNeil will mow the paths around the graveyard, to war graves and to any other grave on request as per the signage in the graveyard.
Sean Honeyman has prepared plugs which will be planted to promote flowers. If successful we could plant a new area each year.
Cutting the grass using volunteers has been difficult as very weather dependant.
Agreed that we would pay to cut all of graveyard annually and cut a smaller area a second time each year on a rotating basis. We will also try seeding the second cut again to promote a flower meadow.
       8.6 - Book Exchange
We have received a request from the owners that we remove the book exchange and picnic benches within the next two months.
TCC wishes to note our gratitude for permission to use this ground pending any sale or development.
Taynuilt Sports Council has given permission to relocate shed to their ground although efforts continue to find a location closer to the Main St.
Robert McKenzie has said he will move shed for us. As per previous discussion the phone box is getting very little use as food hub and if frequently used to leave unwanted items of all sorts. We want to see it used, many communities use them for defibrillators or book exchanges. We have defibs at outside the medical practice and at Cruachan Terrace so will offer as a book exchange at least in the interim.
       8.7 - Forestry And Land Work Hut Fearnoch
Notification of intent to sell and opportunity for Community Asset Transfer
Sale likely to necessitate relocation of Public Access Defibrillator.

AOCB:
A prolonged discussion took place around the use of Taynuilt pier and adjoining land focusing on visitor numbers, overnight parking by campervans, camping on the beach and associated littering, toileting and anti-social behaviour.
The following points were covered.
· Reference to the pier means the actual pier-not adjoining ground.
· The adjoining ground with hard standing used for parking will be referred to as the car park 
· The road referred to is the B845, a public road extending alongside the length of the car park and terminating at the apron to the pier.
Argyll and Bute Council is responsible for the road. As a public road, all road users are entitled to use it. There is no official turning circle or hammerhead at the road end, but this is the most suitable place for heavy vehicles, e.g. the bin lorry, serving the bottom of the village to turn.
The,” car park”, is owned by Celtic Sea, Director Dr Heiniger, based in Switzerland. Celtic Sea ceased mussel farming on the loch in the early 2000s.Since then the car park, surrounding beach and grassland has become increasingly popular with visitors camping and overnighting in campervans and motorhomes. The spot is widely publicised on social media as a scenic spot where one can stop for free.
The adjoining ground i.e. beach and grazing is locally owned with historical rights to the beach held by landowners.
A previous community council paid a consultancy to do a feasibility study into the community buying the Celtic Sea property and providing overnight parking for campervans. Costs some 20 years ago were estimated at around a third of a million pounds.
The chair made the point that the pier and car park are publicly accessible and that most visitors be they locals or tourists do no harm and simply want to enjoy the spot. Visitors and locals have the same rights and responsibilities in terms of access.
Without the consent of the landowner nothing could done to limit or control access to the car park nor would A&B Council close or restrict a public road.
In terms of a, “community buy out”, issues to consider:
1. The Community Council is not a legal entity and is not a suitable body to apply for funds from most sources. if members of the community wished they could set up a body to own and manage the pier and car park.
2. To secure funding would require a business plan not just for the purchase but probably the ongoing funding and management.
3. Any change in use or development might trigger the one in two hundred rule regarding flooding.
4. The pier and carpark already flood with the right combination of wind and tide.
5. There are no services, power, water, sewerage at the pier.
6. Any development would have to take account of the scenic area and the presence of protected species.
7. When a possible purchase was previously mentioned Dr Heiniger said he would be willing to sell, “at a commercial price”.
8. A ranger or warden would be an expensive option unless he or she covered a wider area but would be unlikely to deter the worst behaviours. The environmental warden previously provided by A&B Council had little impact.
9. Dr Heiniger has previously refused permission for the Community Council to reduce the size of the car park.
It was agreed that TCC would write again to seek permission to reduce the available space in the car park.

9 Date of next meeting: 16 September 2024 
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