Taynuilt Community Council
Minutes of the Meeting – Monday 19th May 2025
Taynuilt Village Hall 

Present:  Maggie Croft (TCC), Donna Bannatyne (Secretary), Daivd Thomson (Chair), Robbie Harrison (treasurer), Angela MacDougall (TCC) and Cllr Kieron Green
Apologies:  Sarah Cameron (TCC)
Members of the public were present.

1. Davie Thomson opened the meeting by welcoming everyone. Unfortunately, since the resignation of Davie Sloss, we have no convenor therefore David Thomson will chair the meeting 

2. Declarations of interest: Reminder that as we do not have a thoroughly set agenda, declarations of interest may be made at any points throughout the meeting. 

3. Minutes of the last meeting: Proposed – Robbie Harrison, Second – Maggie Croft

4. Convener’s Report: Due to the absence there was no convenors reports available. Taynuilt Community Council would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr Davie Sloss for all his hard work over the past number of years. Davie completed so may sessions as a convenor, he had to ask special permission from the council to continue doing so! Davie worked tirelessly during his long reign on the community council and implemented a number of projects that we hope to continue. Davie, thank you for everything!


5. Policing Matters: Sergeant Graeme Greenlaw, from Oban Police Station attended the meeting. Sgt Greenlaw acknowledged that there has been a lack of attendance from a police representative, however it is hoped this will improve. Sgt Greenlaw spoke of the police report, which now covers a larger geographic area and is not specific to Taynuilt. 

Pier: Discussions were had around the pier and it’s current use. It was acknowledged that the community council are unable to intervene as it is private land. It was noted there has been a decrease in reports of overnight campers at the pier. A member of the public comment they had been approached by the person renting the land, who appeared angry, complaining about people parking at the pier as it was affecting his business. Concerns raised that there may be potential for arguments and violence. 

Speeding: Concerns were raised regarding the speed of vehicles travelling through the village, especially on the main road. Sgt Greenlaw reported the police were doing everything they can, with the resources they have. There is a very limited number of officers trained in the use of the new speed gun, which does help the situation. It is hoped the Digital Evidence Portal will be rolled out to the West Coast in the future and this may allow for dash cam footage to be uploaded directly to Police Scotland. In the meantime, any incidents can be reported to the police. 

6. Secretary’s Report:
      6.1 - Update from Drax on the Cruachan Expansion project: Drax will not be entering the Cruachan expansion into the Long Duration Energy Storage cap and floor investment support scheme opened on 8 April 2025,
“In recent years, there has been a significant rise in estimated capital costs associated with the development amid wider inflation in the economy. Simultaneously, our long-term forecast of revenues for the project has not risen in-line with the associated with the capital costs and as a result, the project in its current configuration does not meet Drax’s required rate of return to enable investment. Accordingly, Drax will not participate in this first phase of the cap and floor scheme but retain the option for the potential future development of Cruachan Expansion, subject to improved project economics which may be delivered by reconfiguring the project and/or subsequent policy changes”.
Drax are currently investing over £80m in refurbishing the existing Cruachan Power Station.
      6.2 - Orchy and Awe Community Trust: Members of the community have been invited to attend the launch of the Orchy and Awe Community Trust on Friday the 23rd of May at 6.30pm at Dalmally community centre. This will give the community the opportunity to find out all about the trust. 
      6.3 - SEPA online consultation: SEPA are holding an online consultation for a proposed ‘Environmental Performance Assessment Scheme – a fair way to report’ on Wednesday the 4th of June at 7pm. Should you wish to attend, please let a member of the community council know and we can forward the registration link. 
      6.4 – Community Council Elections 2026: Community council elections will take place next year. Nominations will be open from the 5 June 2026, until the 25th of June 2026. To coincide with those elections taking place, approval was sought at the Council meeting to commence a review of the current Scheme for Establishment of Community Councils in Argyll and Bute. This was approved and a consultation will now be carried out. Views are welcomed on the proposals to amend the current Scheme, including a minor boundary adjustment between Dunadd and Lochgilphead Community Council to replicate the polling district, or before 22 June 2025. Member of the community can access the review information by going to www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/my-council/community-council-review-2026 or by speaking to a member of the community council who can forward the online link. 

7. Treasurer’s Report:
       Trust Fund:  Balance - £54,538.00
       Working Acc.:  Balance - £3,457.41
Discussions were had around the multiple ‘pots’ of money, held by the Community Council for local groups, can be easier managed. Some feel the money needs to be given directly to the group, rather than being managed by the community council, however, there are concerns as to how this could be done as many of the groups do not have a bank account. This will need more thought and discussion before a decision is made.  

8.  Planning: 

· Formation of forest track
Fearnoch Woodland Argyll And Bute
Ref. No: 25/00391/PNWAY | Received: Wed 12 Mar 2025 | Validated: Wed 12 Mar 2025 | Status: Prior Approval is NOT Required

· Erection of telecommunications equipment compound with 25 metre high lattice mast and associated works
Land South East Of Inverliever Farm Loch Etive Argyll And Bute
Ref. No: 25/00368/PNTEL | Received: Mon 10 Mar 2025 | Validated: Thu 13 Mar 2025 | Status: Prior Approval is NOT Required

· Erection of telecommunications equipment compound with 30 metre high lattice tower and associated works including formation of new access track
Land East Of Acharn Ruins Glenkinglass Argyll And ButeRef. No: 25/00163/PP | Received: Mon 03 Feb 2025 | Validated: Fri 07 Mar 2025 | Status: Application Permitted

· Reinstatement of fire damaged dwellinghouse
Bunanta Taynuilt Argyll And Bute PA35 1HY
Ref. No: 25/00496/PP | Received: Thu 27 Mar 2025 | Validated: Tue 08 Apr 2025 | Status: Pending Consideration

· Proposal of application notice for development of up to 7 wind turbines (up to 149.9 metres to tip) and associated infrastructure. The proposed development will also include works to decommission and restore the existing operational Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm, making use of some of the existing infrastructure on site
Beinn Ghlas Wind Farm Taynuilt Argyll And Bute PA35 1HY
Ref. No: 25/00490/PAN | Received: Wed 26 Mar 2025 | Validated: Fri 28 Mar 2025 | Status: Pending Consideration

· Alterations, change of use from former water station to short-term holiday accommodation, installation of hot tub and septic tank (part retrospective)
Former Water Station Crunachy Bridge Of Awe Taynuilt Argyll And Bute
Ref. No: 25/00718/PP | Received: Fri 02 May 2025 | Validated: Fri 02 May 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

No comments required by Taynuilt Community Council

9.  Licensing: – Nil

10.  Village Matters: Comments made regarding the level of shop occupancy in the village and how this may affect visitor levels. Where there were previously 6 businesses on the main street, there are now only 4 with 2 having limited opening hours. 

11.  Date of the next meeting: Monday the 21st of July at 7:45pm in Taynuilt village Hall. 

Please note: Taynuilt Community Council AGM will be held on Monday the 23rd of June at 7.30pm in Taynuilt Village Hall.
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